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Why Do People Migrate?

I. Introduction
One theme of history is the migration (movement) of people from one place to another.  People are influenced by a variety of factors, including their environment and their interactions with neighbors, to pick up their belongings and move to a different place.  Even in our country, emigrants and immigrants migrate to the United States every day in search for a better life.  

II. Push vs. Pull Factors

There are different reasons why people migrate.  These are known as push and pull factors.  Push factors are reasons that force people to leave one region for another.  For example, a push factor could be an earthquake that forces people to find a new home elsewhere.  Pull factors are reasons that draw people toward a better life in a new land. For example, someone could move because they think they will have a better job in their new location.  Both push and pull factors can be environmental, economic, and/or political.    

ASSESSMENT: With your partner, decide which factors are push and which are pull.  Then, place them in the appropriate sections (environmental, economic, or political).

	Factors

	· A lot of land
	· Employment opportunities

	· Religious freedom
	· Good weather

	· Earthquakes
	· Volcanoes

	· Drought/famine
	· Slavery

	· Unemployment
	· War


	PUSH
	Migration Factors
	PULL

	
	ENVIRONMENTAL
(changes in environment)
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	ECONOMIC

(changes in money or resources)
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	POLITICAL

(changes in society)


	



III. The Bantu People
One important early group of humans was the Bantu people.  The Bantu migrated from West Africa because the land they lived on grew less and less productive while the population continued to increase.  The land could no longer support them; therefore, they decided to move in search of more space and better land.   The effects of their migration had many important effects on our world.  Bantu people began to produce iron tools and weapons.  Iron tools allowed the Bantu to grow crops easier and defend themselves against attackers.  The Bantu people also spread important skills and ideas.  They taught their new neighbors how to practice agriculture (farming) in an advanced way.  They made tools out of copper, bronze and iron.  They also brought with them ideas about how to organize into governments, influencing many later kingdoms in East and South Africa.
IV. Desertification of Africa
. . Desertification directly affects 1.2 billion people, and more and more productive land is being lost year by year. It has presented a challenge for governments and aid agencies in over 110 countries for some time, and is a contributing factor in poverty and regional conflicts, for example in Sudan. It has also been a major issue in Egypt, where 90% of the country’s land mass is desert. Faced with a rising population, the government has had to undertake a number of settlement and irrigation projects to create additional living and working space. . . 
Source: Ute Schaeffer, “Deutsche Welle reporters on the ground,” Down to Earth: News & Views on Desertification UNCCD, June 2006, Volume 21
DIRECTIONS: Using the document above, explain how the geographic context affected the development of African regions.
Desertification is a push/pull (circle one that applies) factor.  The document above proves this and affected the development of African regions by ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
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